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THE ART OF 

LETTER WRITING 

A handwritten note is a thoughtful form of communication. 
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WELCOMING THE NEW YEAR 

The Sacred Mountain Lion Dance Team performs inside The McMillan Bar and Kitchen in Flagstaff Friday evening in celebration of the 
Chinese New Year. For more photos, visit www.azdailysun.com. 


FLORIDA SCHOOL SHOOTING 

Walkouts, sit-ins 


Aim is to push lawmakers 
to pass tougher gun laws 

SUDHIN S. THANAWALA 

Associated Press 

The mass shooting at a Florida high 
school that left 17 people dead has sparked 
calls for walkouts, sit-ins and other ac¬ 
tions on school campuses across the 
United States aimed at pushing lawmak¬ 
ers to pass tougher gun laws. 

Organizers behind the Women’s March, 
an anti-Trump and female empowerment 
protest, called for a 17-minute walkout 
on March 14 to “protest Congress’ inac¬ 
tion to do more than tweet thoughts and 
prayers in response to the gun violence 
plaguing our schools and neighborhoods.” 

The Network for Public Education, an 
advocacy organization for public schools, 
meanwhile, announced a “national day 
of action” on April 20, the anniversary 
of the 1999 shooting at Columbine High 
School in Colorado, in which two students 
opened fire on their classmates, killing 12 
students and one teacher. 

The organization is encouraging teach¬ 


ers and students to organize sit-ins, walk¬ 
outs, marches and any other events to 
protest gun violence in schools. 

“The politicians sit on their hands as 
our children and their teachers are mur¬ 
dered in their schools,” Diane Ravitch, 
the group’s president, and Carol Burris, 
its executive director, said in a post online. 

The protest plans circulated widely on 
social media on Saturday, signaling that 
the outcry for new gun legislation may 
not fade away as it has after other recent 
mass shootings. Many of those shootings, 
including the deaths of 20 first-graders 
and six educators at Sandy Hook Elemen¬ 
tary School in Newtown, Connecticut in 
2012, led to a push for new gun laws, but 
those efforts stalled in Congress. 

“We need to make this moment a 
movement and to actually make changes 
that need to happen in this country so 
that these kinds of weapons, AR-15s, are 
not in the hands of people who shouldn’t 

Please see SHOOTING, Page A4 
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BRYNN ANDERSON, ASSOCIATED PRESS 

Alejandra Quintero, center right, yells, 
“Never Again” during a protest Saturday 
against guns on the steps of the Broward 
County Federal Courthouse in Fort 
Lauderdale, Fla. 


Hopis 
to get 

1-40 

lands 

Swap means Flag-area forest 
parcels go to State Lands 

EMERY COWAN 

Sun Staff Reporter 

An effort to fulfill a decades-old federal 
commitment to the Hopi Tribe could mean 
thousands of acres of Coconino National 
Forest near Flagstaff will get transferred to 
state hands. 

Lands near the base of Mount Elden, 
northwest of Walnut Canyon and near 
Forest Highlands were among the parcels 
nominated for transfer after very prelimi¬ 
nary discussions between the office of Sen. 
John McCain and the Arizona State Land 
Department. 

Talk about the land swap began last year 
when, at the request of the Hopi Tribe, staff 
in McCain’s office began exploring options to 
transfer to the tribe nearly 150,000 acres of 
state land south of Interstate 40 and east of 
Flagstaff. The land is interspersed in a check¬ 
erboard with parcels the federal government 
already holds in trust for the Hopi. 

The acreage had been promised to the 
tribe under a 1996 agreement approved by 
Congress to settle a dispute, now more than 
a century old, involving Hopi and Navajo 
lands. More than two decades after that 
settlement became law, the land has yet to 
be put into Hopi hands. 

Now, the tribe faces the loss of coal roy¬ 
alties that make up about 80 percent of its 
budget due to next year’s planned shutdown 
of the Navajo Generating Station and the 
nearby Kayenta coal mine. 

“The Hopi Tribe’s best chance to help im¬ 
prove and diversify our economy is through 

Please see LAND, Page A6 
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New Milton housing advances 


1,200-bed student 
complex will have 
stores, underpass 

CORINAVANEK 

Sun Staff Reporter 

A proposed 1,221 bed student 
apartment complex on Milton 
Road is making its way through 
the city’s approval process, and 
had its first public hearing in 
front of the Planning and Zoning 
Commission Wednesday. 


The project, called Mill Town, 
will be geared toward student 
housing, but will also have 
48,400 square feet of retail 
space, with three freestanding 
commercial establishments and 
mixed use commercial area on 
the bottom floor of the residen¬ 
tial building. 

The 1,221 beds will be included 
in 340 bedrooms, which range 
in size from studios to five-bed¬ 
room units. The project is pro¬ 
posed as part of a series of de¬ 
velopments by Phoenix-based 


Vintage Partners. 

City Planning Manager Tiffany 
Antol said Vintage and the city 
did parking studies about the de - 
velopment, and determined the 
residential component would 
need 0.77 parking spaces per 
bedroom. Vintage has proposed 
0.79 spaces per bedroom, with 
965 total parking spaces. The 
commercial component will 
have 198 parking spaces, which 
is what is required by code. 

Please see MILL TOWN, Page A5 



COURTESY OF VINTAGE PARTNERS 

An artist’s rendering shows the residential mixed use buildings in the 
proposed Mill Town development. 
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■ See a gallery of photos from Flagstaff’s Chinese New 
Year 
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*0.9% Annual Percentage Rates (APR) for 36 months, 0.9% APR for 48 months, 
0.9% APR for 60,1.9% APR for 72 months available to eligible customers who 
finance a new, unused, or unlicensed 2018 Tundra from Toyota Motor Sales, 
USA, Inc. (TMS) and Toyota Financial Services (TFS). Offer valid 02-01-2018 
through 02-28-2018. Specific vehicles are subject to availability. You must take 
retail delivery from dealer stock. Financing from Toyota Financial Services (TFS) 
may be required for Customer Cash Rebate offers. In some cases, Bonus Cash 
rebates may be combined with a Special APR or Customer Cash Rebates. 
Customer cash rebate will be applied to purchase or finance transaction. No 
cash payment will be made to consumer. Finance programs available on credit 
approval. Not all buyers will qualify for financing from Toyota Financial Services 
through participating dealers. Monthly payment for every $1,000 financed is 
0.9% - 36 months = $28.16; 0.9% - 48 months = $21.22; 0.9% - 60 months = 
$17.05; 1.9%-72 months = $14.71. See your Toyota dealer for actual pricing, 
annual percentage rate (APR), monthly payment, and other terms and special 
offers. Pricing and terms of any finance or lease transaction will be agreed 
upon by you and your dealer. Special offers are subject to change or 
termination at any time..Does not include tax, license, title fee and $499 doc 
fees. $299 Vehicle theft registration, $790 Destination Charge. ADVERTISING 
AGENCY NOT RESPONSIBLE FORTYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS AND/OR 
INCORRECT PHOTOGRAPHY. ©2018 OVERDRIVE MEDIA 
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